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Tamil Nadu

Reliance to Invest Rs 1,156 crore in 
New FMCG Plant at Thoothukudi

CHENNAI:Tamil Nadu 
has secured another major 
investment in the fast-mov-
ing consumer goods (FMCG) 
sector, with Reliance 
Consumer Products Limited 

announcing plans to set up 
an integrated manufactur-
ing facility at SIPCOT’s 
Allikulam Industrial Park 
in the Ramanathapuram 
district.

Industries Minister TRB 
Raaja said on social media 
platform X that the compa-
ny will invest Rs 1,156 crore 
in the project, which will 
come up on a 60-acre site 
and produce a wide range of 
products, including region-
al snacks, biscuits, spices, 
flour and edible oil. The 
unit is expected to create 
about 2,000 jobs for resi-
dents over the next five 
years. “Under the Dravidian 
Model leadership of Chief 
Minister MK Stalin, we con-
tinue to attract marquee 
national FMCG players 
into the State, and there is 
no major sector we are 
leaving untapped,” the 
Minister said.

THOOHUKUDI: The 
erstwhile 42nd titular 
king of the Ettayapuram 
S a m a s t h a n a m , 
Chaitanya Raja, led a 
massive protest in 
Ettayapuram in Tamil 
Nadu’s Thoothukudi 
district, condemning the 
spread of false historical 
claims about the Ettappa 
Maharaja title and urg-
ing the government to 
remove historical inac-
curacies in textbooks.

The demonstration 
took place at the goat 
market grounds, organ-
ised by local residents 
and traders who insist-
ed that the true history 
of Ettayapuram must be 
made clear to the public. 
Over 600 people joined 
the protest, raising slo-
gans to highlighting 
their demands. Speaking 
to reporters, Chaitanya 
Raja said, “Due to dia-
logues in certain films, 
people without proper 
knowledge of history 
have been spreading 
misconceptions. For two 

generations, we have 
been suffering because 
of this. At first, we didn’t 
think cinema would 
have such an impact, 
but now some use it to 
malign our legacy. It is 
our duty to bring out the 
true history of the 
Ettayapuram palace and 
the unique story behind 

the Ettappa Maharaja 
title.” He further 
explained that a petition 
had already been sub-
mitted to School 
Education Minister 
Anbil  Mahesh 
Poyyamozhi, demand-
ing the removal of incor-
rect references to 
Ettappa Maharaja in the 

Class 10 history text-
book. “The minister 
assured us that these 
inaccuracies would be 
removed in the next aca-
demic year,” he said. 
The erstwhile 
Ettayapuram royal fam-
ily has also requested 
that neither politics nor 
textbooks misrepresent 
Ettappa Maharaja. 
Chaitanya Raja pointed 
out that official govern-
ment archives contain 
records and conversa-
tions from the colonial 
period, which clearly 
prove the actual events. 
“The history of 
Ettayapuram is rich and 
filled with important 
details. If one looks into 
it carefully, the truth 
will emerge,” he added. 
Former AIADMK MLA 
Chinnappan also joined 
the protest in solidarity, 
stating that once the 
party returns to power, 
a memorial hall 
( M a n i m a n d a p a m ) 
would be built in hon-
our of Ettappa Maharaja.

TAMIL NADU: PROTEST DEMANDING CORRECTION IN HISTORICAL 
INACCURACY ABOUT ETTAYAPURAM SAMASTHANAM KING

Asked TTV to return, will meet 
OPS next: Annamalai

CHENNAI: Former 
BJP state unit chief K 
Annamalai on Tuesday 
said his recent meeting 
with AMMK leader TTV 
Dhinakaran was only to 
ask him to remain with 
the National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA). He 
explained that friend-
ships and rivalries in 
politics keep changing.

“Dhinakaran had 
been with the BJP since 
2024 but recently said 
during a trip outside 
Chennai that he would 
leave the NDA,” 
Annamalai told report-
ers. “When he returned 
(to Chennai), I met him 
and asked him again to 
help remove the DMK 
government. He said he 
will announce his final 

decision in November.”
Annamalai added that 

only the NDA can defeat 
the DMK alliance. 
“Politics has no perma-

nent friends or enemies. 
Alliances and govern-
ments change, but talks 
continue,” Annamalai 
said. “If I don’t try to 

bring him back to the 
NDA, history will say I 
have failed.” He also plans 
to meet former Chief 
M i n i s t e r  O 
Panneerselvam soon. 
Meanwhile, he lauded 
actor Vijay for his criti-
cism of Chief Minister 
MK Stalin’s foreign trips.

CHENNAI: VCK leader 
Thol Thirumavalavan 
denounced Tamilaga Vettri 
Kazhagam chief and actor 
Vijay, branding his political 
approach as nothing but 
“politics of animosity” 
directed against the ruling 
DMK and its allies. He 
warned that the people of 
Tamil Nadu would not be 
swayed by such negative 
politics and described 
Vijay’s “sudden concern” 
for Tamil Eelam is only 
aimed to harvest political 
mileage.Vijay’s brand of 
politics is devoid of any con-
structive vision. It is not 
mere opposition to the gov-
ernment but a deliberate dis-
play of hatred. He has cho-
sen the path of ‘hatred poli-

tics’ against the DMK and its 
alliance partners. This will 
bring him no political divi-
dends, as people can easily 
see through such ill-con-
ceived rhetoric, Thiruma 
told reporters at Chennai 
airport. He charged that 

Vijay had failed to articulate 
a single concrete plan for the 
welfare of the people.“The 
public expect clarity on 
Vijay’s vision for the state 
and the change he intends to 
deliver. But instead of meet-
ing that expectation, he con-

fines himself to spewing bile 
against the ruling party and 
the Secular Progressive 
Alliance,” he said and noted 
this approach would col-
lapse under the weight of its 
own hollowness.

Taking aim at Vijay’s 
“sudden concern” for Tamil 
Eelam, Chidambaram MP 
said that there had been 
relentlessly fighting for the 
cause through protests, 
demonstrations, discourses 
and conferences for the past 
three decades in TN. The 
VCK had staged innumer-
ous protests, demos and con-
ferences for the cause of the 
Tamil Eelam in the last 
three decades, but Vijay 
remained silent all these 
years. 

Thiruma slams Vijay’s ‘politics of animosity’ against DMK, calls his 
Eelam stand as “opportunistic politics”

WHEN OCEANS CLOSE – NEW STUDY 
SUGGESTS THE ATLANTIC WILL 

“SOON” ENTER ITS DECLINING PHASE

“Dhinakaran had 
been with the BJP 

since 2024 but 
recently said during 

a trip outside 
Chennai that he 
would leave the 

NDA,” Annamalai 
told reporters.

A 
study predicts the 
extension of the 
Gibraltar Strait 
subduction zone 

into the Atlantic, potential-
ly creating an Atlantic ring 
of fire in about 20 million 
years. Utilizing advanced 
computational models, this 
research sheds light on the 
dynamic nature of oceanic 
life cycles and the forma-
tion of new subduction 
zones. It offers new insights 
into the Gibraltar subduc-
tion zone’s activity and its 
implications for seismic 
activity, emphasizing the 
importance of preparedness 
and the study of subduction 
invasion as a key process in 
Earth’s geological evolu-
tion. Credit: Mr. Elliot Lim, 
CIRES & NOAA/
NCEIRecent research 
employing computational 
simulations predicts that 
the subduction zone pres-
ently beneath the Strait of 
Gibraltar will extend fur-
ther into the Atlantic, play-
ing a key role in the devel-
opment of an Atlantic sub-
duction system – essentially 
an Atlantic ring of fire. In 
geological timeframes, this 
event is anticipated to occur 
‘soon’, roughly in the next 
20 million years.Oceans 
seem eternal to our lifes-

pan, but they are not here 
for long: they are born, 
grow, and one day close. 
This process, which takes a 
few hundred million years, 
is called Wilson Cycle. The 
Atlantic, for example, was 
born when Pangea broke 
up, around 180 million 
years ago, and will one day 
close. And the 
Mediterranean is what 
remains from a big ocean – 
the Tethys– that once exist-
ed between Africa and 
Eurasia.For an ocean like 
the Atlantic to stop growing 
and start closing, new sub-
duction zones – places 
where one tectonic plate 
sinks below another – have 
to form. But subduction 
zones are hard to form, as it 
requires plates to break and 
bend, and plates are very 
strong. A way out of this 
“paradox” is to consider 
that subduction zones can 
migrate from a dying ocean 
in which they already exist 
– the Mediterranean – into 
pristine oceans – such as 
the Atlantic. This process 
was dubbed subduction 
invasion.

This study shows for the 
first time how such a direct 
invasion can happen. The 
computational, gravity-
driven 3-D model predicts 
that a subduction zone cur-
rently below the Gibraltar 
Strait will propagate fur-
ther inside the Atlantic and 
contribute to forming an 
Atlantic subduction system 
– an Atlantic ring of fire, in 
an analogy to the already 
existing structure in the 
Pacific. This will happen 
‘soon’ in geological terms – 
but not before approximate-

ly 20 million years.The Strait 
of Gibraltar provides a natu-
ral physical barrier between 
the countries of Spain (north) 
and Morocco (south).


