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38 miners
in central Nigeria die 
in gas explosion

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 29 19 SNY
Colombo 29 23 TDS
Dhaka 27 16 TDS
Dubai 26 22 SNY
Houston 30 23 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 12 8 SNY

Los Angeles  20  12 SNY
Melbourne  17   5 LC
Moscow  4   2 SNY
New York   2 -3 SNY
Singapore  27 25 TDS
Toronto -6  -8 SNY
Washington  3  -2 SNY
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LONDON

EVER since he was ousted as the 
head of  Ukraine’s army in 2024
and appointed as the country’s 
ambassador to Britain, Valerii 
Zaluzhnyi has widely been seen
as the top political rival to Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

Zaluzhnyi, 52, refuses to dis-
cuss his political ambitions, 
saying he doesn’t want to risk 
harming national unity during 
a war with Russia that is ap-
proaching its fourth anniver-
sary. Yet in a sign of  his possi-
ble desire to run for the 
presidency – after the war is 
over – Zaluzhnyi spoke publicly 
for the first time about a deep 
rift between himself  and Zelen-
skyy in a recent interview with 
The Associated Press.

Tensions emerged soon after 
Russia’s full-scale invasion in 
February 2022, and tempers of-
ten flared between the two men 
over how best to defend the 
country, Zaluzhnyi said. The 
strained relationship reached a 
boiling point later that year, 
when dozens of  agents from 

Ukraine’s domestic intelligence 
service raided Zaluzhnyi’s of-
fice, he told the AP.

Zaluzhnyi alleges that the pre-
viously unreported incident was 
an act of  intimidation. It risked 
exposing their rivalry at a time 
when national unity was para-
mount. Ukraine’s security serv-
ice, known as the SBU, said that 
no search was ever carried out 
at Zaluzhnyi’s office, though it 
acknowledged that the address 
was part of  an investigation un-
related to him. Zelenskyy’s of-
fice declined comment; the AP 
could not independently con-
firm Zaluzhnyi’s account. AP

Ex-military chief alleges 
raid tied to Zelenskyy rift

Ukraine war talks in Geneva end without deal on territory
They call talks ‘difficult’; plan another round with US role in monitoring

GENEVA

THE latest US-brokered talks be-
tween envoys from Moscow and 
Kyiv over Russia’s all-out inva-
sion of  Ukraine ended Wednes-
day with no sign of  a break-
through and with both sides 
saying the talks were “difficult,” 
as the war’s fourth anniversary 
approaches next week.

The negotiations in Switzer-
land were the third round of  di-
rect talks organised by the US, 
after meetings earlier this year 
in Abu Dhabi that officials de-
scribed as constructive but 
which also made no major head-
way. Expectations for significant 
progress in Geneva were low.

“The negotiations were not 
easy,” Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy said after 
the talks broke up and he spoke 
briefly by phone from Kyiv 
with his negotiating team.

He earlier accused Russia of  
“trying to drag out negotia-
tions” while it presses on with 
its invasion — an accusation he 
and European leaders have re-
peatedly made in the past.

Despite that, some progress 
was made on military issues al-
though political differences re-
main deep, including over the 

future of  land in eastern 
Ukraine that is occupied by the 
Russian army and that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin wants 
to keep, Zelenskyy said.The 
head of  the Russian delegation, 
Putin adviser Vladimir Medin-
sky, told reporters that the two 
days of  talks in Geneva “were 
difficult but businesslike.”

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told reporters that it’s 
“too early” to speak about the 
outcome of  the talks. Putin has 
been receiving reports about 
progress in Geneva, he said.

Both sides said a new round 

of  talks is set to take place.
Zelenskyy described the mil-

itary discussions as “construc-
tive,” adding that the armed 
forces of  both countries consid-
ered how any future ceasefire 
might be monitored.

“Monitoring will definitely be 
carried out with participation of  
the American side,” he said in a 
voice message shared in a media 
group chat on WhatsApp.

The two armies remain 
locked in battle along the 
roughly 1,250-km front line as 
Russia bombards Ukrainian ci-
vilian areas daily. AP

Soldiers are at a pickup before assignments on the frontline near Kostyantynivka, 
Donetsk region in Ukraine |  AP

FILE: Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy with Commander in Chief of 
Armed Forces Valerii  Zaluzhnyi |  AP

Ukraine slams Russian 
return to Paralympics
KYIV: Ukraine condemned a 
decision to let Russian and 

Belarusian athletes compete 
under national flags at the 

2026 Milan-Cortina 
Paralympics. Kyiv called it 

outrageous and political. Six 
Russians and four 

Belarusians received slots. 
Ukraine will not boycott. EU 
sports commissioner Glenn 

Micallef plans to skip the 
opening ceremony. The IPC 

said athletes would be 
treated equally.

Pipeline row: Hungary 
halts diesel to Ukraine

BUDAPEST: Hungary has 
suspended diesel exports to 
Ukraine, citing disruptions to 
Russian oil flows through the 
Druzhba pipeline. Budapest 

says Ukrainian actions 
caused delays, a claim Kyiv 

denies, blaming Russian 
attacks. Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said Hungary 
has ample reserves. The 

dispute comes as Hungary 
keeps Russian energy ties 
and seeks alternatives via 
Croatia’s Adria pipeline for 

now amid regional tensions.

HANOI

INDONESIA is tightening state 
control over the world’s largest 
nickel supply after years of  bet-
ting the metal would anchor a 
homegrown electric-vehicle in-
dustry, and just as global de-
mand begins shifting away 
from heavy reliance on nickel.

The move could still ripple 
through global EV supply 
chains as the United States and 
China compete for critical min-
erals. Indonesia sits at the cent-
er of  the nickel market: its 
share of  global supply jumped
to about 60% in 2024 from 31.5% 
in 2020, according to S&P Glo-
bal Market Intelligence, after 
former President Joko Widodo 
banned raw ore exports, draw-
ing a surge of  Chinese-backed 
investment into refining.

Jakarta hoped that control 
over nickel would underpin a 
fully domestic EV industry, 
from mining and batteries to 
finished cars. Experts say that 
promise was used to justify for-
est clearing and mining expan-
sion in the name of  the energy 
transition, even as climate 
risks deepened.In 2025, Indone-
sia cracked down on what it 
called illegal exploitation of  
natural resources, saying many 
mining and plantation licenses 
were tainted by bribery or nev-
er properly approved. 

Authorities say they have 
seized more than 4 million hec-
tares of  mines, palm oil planta-
tions and processing sites, lev-
ied $1.7 billion in fines, and 
could seize another 4.5 million 
hectares this year. However, 
analysts warn the crackdown 
comes as nickel’s payoff  fades, 
with many Chinese EVs shift-
ing to iron-based batteries.  AP

Indonesia 
tightens grip 
on nickel as EV 
demand shifts

ORE DIPLOMACY

JERUSALEM

Israel announced that it will cap 
the number of  Palestinian wor-
shippers from the occupied West 
Bank attending weekly Friday 
prayers at the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
in east Jerusalem at 10,000 dur-
ing the holy month of  Ramadan, 
which began on Wednesday.

Israeli authorities also im-
posed age restrictions on West 
Bank Palestinians, permitting 
entry only to men aged 55 and 
older, women aged 50 and older, 
and children up to age 12.

“Ten thousand Palestinian 
worshippers will be permitted 
to enter the Temple Mount for 
Friday prayers throughout the 
month of  Ramadan, subject to 
obtaining a dedicated daily per-
mit in advance,” COGAT, the Is-
raeli defence ministry agency in 
charge of  civilian matters in the 
Palestinian territories, said in a 
statement. “Entry for men will 
be permitted from age 55, for 
women from age 50, and for chil-
dren up to age 12 when accompa-
nied by a first-degree relative.”

COGAT said the curbs apply 
only to Palestinians travelling 
from the West Bank. AFP

Israel sets 10K 
cap for West 
Bank Al-Aqsa 
worshippers

B’desh PM pledges safety for all faiths, unveils 180-day plan
DHAKA

BANGLADESH’s newly-elect-
ed Prime Minister Tarique 
Rahman on Wednesday vowed 
to strengthen the rule of  law 
and said his government will 
turn the country into a safe 
land for people of  all faiths, 
regardless of  party, opinion, 
religion, or ethnicity.

In his maiden televised ad-
dress to the nation after as-
suming office, Rahman out-

l ined his  gover nment’s 
priorities and said that im-
proving the law and order situ-
ation and strictly controlling 
corruption to restore peace 
and security are his top 
priorities.

“We want to turn this coun-
try into a safe land for every 
citizen. Muslims, Hindus, Bud-
dhists, Christians — regardless 
of  party, opinion, religion, or 
ethnicity — whether living in 
the hills or the plains, this 

country belongs to all of  us,” 
said the prime minister , who is 
also the chief  of  the Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party (BNP).

“Whether you voted for BNP, 
or did not vote for BNP, or did not 
vote at all -- everyone has equal 
rights over this government...As 
a Bangladeshi, every one of  us 
has equal rights in this country, 
in this state,” he asserted.

Earlier on Wednesday, Tar-
ique Rahman chaired the first 
meeting of  his newly formed 
cabinet, which set a 180-day pri-
ority plan with a focus on con-
trolling commodity prices, 
maintaining law and order and 

stabilising supply chains.
Rahman, the 60-year-old chief  

of  the BNP, was sworn in as the 
11th prime minister on Tuesday. 
The first meeting of  the new cab-
inet was held at the Cabinet Divi-
sion in the Secretariat.

 Briefing reporters after the 
meeting, Home Minister Sala-
huddin Ahmed said it is custom-
ary for a newly formed govern-
ment to hold a session on its first 
day in office. 

 PTI

Tarique Rahman chairing the first 
meeting of his newly formed cabinet

Migrant return: Greece ties 
up with 4 more countries
ATHENS

GREECE is working with four other European 
countries to set up deportation centers in third 
countries, most likely in Africa, for migrants whose 
asylum applications are rejected, Greece’s migra-
tion minister said Wednesday.

Thanos Plevris said on Greek state broadcaster 
ERT television that Greece was working with Ger-
many, the Netherlands, Austria and Denmark for the 
creation of  so-called return hubs, “preferably in Af-
rica.” Ministers from the five countries had already 
met to discuss the issue, and technical teams would 
be meeting next week, he said.

“We are not speaking theoretically any more, we 
are speaking practically,” Plevris said. He didn’t 
specify which countries were being considered to 
host the return hubs, and said the choice of  the Af-
rican continent was “not binding.” 

 AP

TENDER NOTICE
Tender Notice No.58/2025-2026/HDO, Dated:17.02.2026

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU

VILLUPURAM HIGHWAYS 
(CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE) CIRCLE

For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamil Nadu, 
Percentage tender through online under Two Cover 
System will be received upto  28.02.2026, 11.00 hours 
by the Superintending Engineer (H), C&M, Villupuram  
Circle for CRIDP 2025-26 One work (VPM-129) for 
Cuddalore (H) C&M Division.

Details of work, approximate value of works, EMD (EMD 
through online payment Gateway of the Portal or e-BG will 
be the acceptable mode) availability of tender document and 
all other details are available from  19.02.2026 onwards in 
the Government website https://tntenders.gov.in. If any 
Changes / Corrections in the tender, it will be published in 
the above Government website only.

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (H), 
C&M CIRCLE, VILLUPURAMDIPR/1165/TENDER/2026


